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The purpose of this paper is to explore the causes of drastic social changes in late 
Qing Dynasty from the perspectives of the development of media and social thoughts. 
Media and the Constitutionalism were new things emerging in late Qing Dynasty. The 
development of modern newspapers was accompanied by the growth of constitutional 
monarchy. The two connected closely with each other. As a new communication tool, 
modern newspapers promoted the spread of the Constitutionalism which rapidly 
evolved into social thoughts. Meanwhile, the political changes caused by the 
Constitutionalism provided a favorable social environment for the development of 
media, and the Constitutionalism itself enriched the contents of the media. The 
combination of both accelerated social changes, hence led to the dramatic 
transformation in the society in late Qing Dynasty. The discussion about effects made 
by the interaction between newspapers and social thoughts on social changes is also of 
great practical significance in the transformative society in China today. This paper 
illustrates these points of view from the following aspects. 
To begin with, this paper analyzes the social environment in which media and 
constitutional monarchy developed. The Qing government adopted three methods to 
control thoughts and the press, which were law control, administration control and 
public opinion control by media. We find that generally the social environment for the 
development of newspapers and thoughts was relatively loose in late Qing Dynasty, 
which was an important reason why both of newspapers and thoughts developed so 
fast in this period. 
Secondly, this paper demonstrates the relationship between the press and 
constitutional monarchy from two aspects. One is vertical analysis. We research how 
the media publicized the constitutional monarchy in different periods, and analyzed 
the content, feature, development and influence of the constitutional monarchy in 
these periods. The other is horizontal analysis. We study the effects made by different 
types of newspapers on the development of the constitutional monarchy, showing that 
















Thirdly，researching the media’s effects, we must consider the media mechanism 
and audience acceptance. This paper analyzes the infrastructure, communication 
channels, distribution ways, spread scope and audience acceptance condition of the 
spread of newspapers and thoughts, exploring  the breadth and depth of the spread 
and understanding to what extent the Constitutionalism through media could involve 
and affect the public, and whether people’s thinking was consistent with the 
disseminators’ subjective intent. 
Finally, this paper analyzes the social evolution generated by the press and 
constitutional monarchy. We think that the constitutional monarchy promoted by 
media drove the political change in the society, which objectively led to the end of the 
authoritarian regime. Due to the participation of social elites, the political movement 
was dynamic and intense in late Qing Dynasty, but people's democracy awareness did 
not take root. After the fall of the Qing empire, There was far a way for China to 
really step into a democratic society. 
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便是掌握报刊舆论工具。自甲午战后至清朝灭亡的 1911 年，16 年间创办报馆
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